
Northumberland Rock Meet 

Nigel Buckley, Martin Bewick, Nick Smith, Ross Bell, Paul Balderson, Bruce McKnight, Peter 
Hill, Georgina Brooke, Charles Stupart, Susan Marvell, David Teasdale, Paul Figg, Tom Cusick 

Well, if I had to put together a soundtrack for this weekend I’d have to include the Scottish soft 
rock band, Wet Wet Wet - it rained and poured, we felt it in our fingers, we felt it in our toes. The 
first day of the meet we met at the campsite, where we discovered an amazing view over Budle 
Bay, but sadly nothing else was on offer, including any facilities. Anyway, despite the gale we got 
back in the cars and set off in search of dry rock … which we found! We climbed all day at 
Kyloe-in-the-Woods - ticking off Zed Climb (VS 4c **), The Flutings Direct (VS 4c **), and Piano 
S 4c **); an emotional time was had on all, but the tops were reached. Afterwards, we sampled 
fantastic fish and chips, admired the extraordinary castle at Bamburgh, and enjoyed a couple of 
pints.  

!  
Nick Smith and Nigel Buckley climbing Zed Climb (photo: Martin Bewick) 



The following day Paul Balderson and Bruce McKnight drove up in search of this dry rock, which 
by Saturday had become a touch more elusive, and were greeted with just two patches - both in 
caves - at Back Bowden. On the way we found facilities on offer in a cafe in Belford (if you’re 
reading, thank you very much) and then spent the day bouldering in caves. 

!  
The only dry rock to be found at Back Bowden 

The Sunday brought good weather (and more people), and as is now traditional, we started with 
breakfast at the previously mentioned cafe, and then climbed for the rest of the day at Bowden 
Doors sampling classic Northumberland routes. The slippery Banana Wall (VS 4c **) was 
tackled by several parties, as was Scorpion (VS 4c **), The Scoop (VS 4c **) and Crescent Wall 
(S 4b *). One of the top 50 in Northern England (according to Rockfax), Russet Groove (VD ***), 
was also enjoyed by a couple of parties. Castle Crack (HVD), another classic, and one that 
really takes you through the architecture of Bowden’s sandstone fortifications. Tiger's Wall (HVS 
5a) was braved by Peter Hill and Georgina Brookes who made excellent use of the little 
protection on offer, and the super classic Lorraine (VS 5a) was climbed by a few climbers. Ross 
Bell and Tom Cusick made an ascent of the route, Little Red Rooster  (E1 5c) just next door.  

On Monday, just Nick and Charles remained and they enjoyed the day at Kyloe-out-of-the-
Woods. They climbed Mo (S 4a) and Conifer Direct (S 4b), Flake Crack (S 4b) and Deception 
Crack (HS 4b). 



!  
Tom topping out on Lorraine (photo: Charles Stupart) 



!  
Nick Smith on Deception Crack (photo: Charles Stupart) 



!  
Enjoying the sunshine at the end of the day at Bowden Doors


